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Samut Khoi (Central Thailand, 19th century) which is kept in the British Library.  
Thai folding book with 12 folios, which open from top to bottom.

I n t rodu c t ion
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Long before the Western world has met Royal Cats from the Kingdom of Siam, 
several cat varieties were described and illustrated in the Samut Khoi, the old 

manuscripts, in the form of folded book. In 19th century in Siam, there was a tradi-
tion of producing treatises (manuscripts) on animals that played important roles at 
the royal court and in monasteries. Topics of the manuscripts varied from the ele-
phants to birds, horses, cats...

One of them was “Tamra Maew”, illustrated collection in verse form with descrip-
tions about cats. The oldest poems were as much as 600 years old. Those manu-
scripts have been copied and re-illustrated many times over and over, and they are 
different editions of the same original document which was lost somewhere in time. 

The “Tamra Meow” describes 23 different kinds of cats – 17 that bring good luck and 
6 that bring bad. Each was said to be an omen for a different blessing or curse. There 
was a strong belief that certain types of cats could bring good luck, prosperity, or 
health to the owner. Some of described cats were reserved for the royal family. Cer-
tain cats also were believed to be the “keepers” of Buddhist temples, which resulted 
in these cats being closely guarded and highly revered. 

In England of the 19th century, with first cats of Siam also legends came, some of 
them probably paraphrase verses from Tamra Meow – for instance, that people from 
Siam believe that light-colored Wichiemmaat (Siamese) cats represent silver, and 
the dark-coloured cats with yellow eyes represent gold, so the possessors of both 
will always live in abundance. 

The “Tamara Meow” may be historically considered as the first written standard, 
more precisely as a proto-standard, of cat breeds. Only five of the historical breeds, 
described in Samut Khoi manuscripts are still extant in Thailand: Wichien Maat (Thai), 
Si Sawat (Korat) Khao Manee, Konja and Suphalak.

Samut Khoi, 
the old 
manuscripts, 
in the form of 
folded book



Suphalak - breed standard proposal

Among illustrations of cats in Samuth Khoi manuscripts, we can easily spot a solid 
colored cat of rich chocolate-brown color. These cats are called Suphalak (Excel-

lence or Being Magnificent) one of the rarest types of all native cats in Thailand. There 
is a mention that in one of the old poems the rarity of this cat compares with gold.1) 2)

Here is a description of the Suphalak cat, from one of the “Tamra Maew” manuscripts, 
as translated by Martin Clutterbuck:

Of appearance superb, a graceful feline. 
Color of copper glinting, 
Eyes lit like shining rays 

Against all evil, malevolence turns to content.

Suphlalak cat, illustration from Samut Khoi, 19th century (The British Library)

Illustrations from different Samut Khoi manuscripts, from 19th century
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Nowadays, the local (Thailand) standard description says: “Suphalak cats are brown 
tinged with red or a rust color, as tamarind seeds, or light brown; the color is consistent 
over the whole body, including legs, ears, face and tail”. 3)

A page from the old manuscript that was discovered in 2014 at Wat Bowonniwet Vihara  
a royal Buddhist temple in Bangkok 4)

This photo shows Ayothaya, a solid chocolate male 
cat, that was rescued in 2013. from a temple in 
Bangkok. The genetic test revealed that Ayothaya 
is CC-bb-DD. Ayothaya has been integrated into 
Suphalak breeding programs as a foundation male 
at The Thai Cat Center and The Maew Thai Cattery in 
Bangkok. 5)

Suphalak cats could be considered as the natural equivalent of the 
Havana Brown breed.

1) Clutterbuck, Martin, Siamese Cats Legends and Riality, White Lotus Press 2004 

2) 3) 4) 5) timba.org
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In the 19th century, at beginning of cat fancy in Britain, all cats coming out of Siam (nowadays 
Thailand) were called “Siamese”, regardless of color. Two types of those cats were the most prom-

inent. The cream-colored body with sharp, defined points and notable blue eyes was called “Royal 
Cat of Siam” or “Palace Cat”, reflecting the legend that they were kept only in the royal palaces. The 
other type was called “Temple Cat”, also known as “Chocolate Cat of Siam”, with a darker colored 
body and less visible points (probably Burmese and Tonkinese varieties).

Among the early imported cats from Siam, together with Royal Siamese and Temple Siamese, 
there were also described cats “of solid rich brown body color Siamese cats, with yellow eyes”. In 
Harrison Weir’s book „Our Cats and All About Them“ from 1889, and in Frances Simpson’s „The Book 
of The Cat“ from 1903 there are references of one Mr. Young of Harrogate, who had a chocolate 
cat with yellow eyes. In “The Book of The Cat”, on page 234, there is also an interesting description: 

„The best and most definitely colored AOC* I ever saw was Mrs. Davies’ Sin Li, a deep self colored 
chocolate-brown cat. He was supposed to be one of three Swiss Mountain cats imported to this 
country, and he was a most handsome and interesting animal. Unfortunately, he died young, leav-
ing no progeny“. 
(*AOC is an acronym of “Any Other Color”, a color designation of cats that are of a color for which 
no class is provided.)

This “chocolate colored cat with the same color all over” was exhibited in 1894 as Swiss Moun-
tain Cat. The breeder (owner) of this cat was one Mrs. Sutherland who lived among the Alps. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica in 11th edition makes mention of a “wholly chocolate colored strain of 
Siamese.”  We can trace a few more (solid) chocolate cats from Siam in the first years of cat fancy 
history in the West: Netherland Ma, Granny Grumps, Master Timkey Brown, Zetland Wanzies, 
Duchess of Bedford’s cat, Bogi. We have a excellent document about the Duchess of Bedford’s 
cat, Bogi. A chocolate self-colored “Siamese,” Bogie was personally imported into England by 
the Duchess. He is mentioned and described in Louis Wain’s article  “Duchess of Bedford’s Pets”, 
published in The Windsor Magazine in 1895, following Wain’s visit to her estate. We even have a 
photo of this remarkable feline!

There is reference about a self-brown “Siamese” cat named Adastra who lived in 1923. It is said 
to possibly be the ancestor of many Chocolate Pointed Siamese, from which the Traditional 
Havana Brown could have been recreated (according to information from “The Traditional Cat 
Association” website and messybeast.com )

However, chocolate color cats with yellow eyes vanished in the West, in the 1920s. Breeders were 
discouraged when the Siamese Cat Club ruled that only blue-eyed Royal Siamese Cats were ac-
ceptable for registration.

Possible presence of
Suphalack cats in Europe,  
in the beginning 
of the cat fancy
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Suphalak
standard
proposal

A native, historical cat breed of Thailand with 
a graceful body, solid-colored rich chocolate 

coat, and striking golden eyes.
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BODY

Medium-sized, well-balanced, muscular, and graceful cat. The body is of 
an intermediate type, semi-foreign, moderate with  fine proportions in 
overall appearance. Legs are long, slender, and firm. Paws are oval. The 
tail is medium to moderately long and slightly tapers to a blunt tip.
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HEAD
The head is of medium width and moderate length, moderately wedge-shaped 
with a distinct bone structure and gently rounded contours. It shows a slightly 
heartshaped form. High and rounded cheekbones are slightly highlighted and 
softly curved inward to where the muzzle. The profile is slightly curved with a dip 
below eye level. The nose is straight and slightly curve just before the nose tip.  The 
forehead is gently curved. Narrow chin is well developed, the muzzle is fine, nor 
too rounded nor pointed. Gentle muzzle break may be allowed.

Suphalak - breed standard proposal
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EARS

The size of the ears is moderately large. They are wide open and broad 
at the base, giving them an alert expression, and taper towards the 
gently rounded but narrow tips. They are set wide apart, with tips 
pointing slightly outwards, continuing and following the contours of the 
moderately wedge-shaped head. They are slightly tufted inside.

1) timba.org
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EYES

The eyes are large and dominant on the face, wide open, and set at a 
slight slant. The upper eyelid is almond-shaped (with a shorter upper 
eye line), while the lower lid is rounder (with a longer lower eye line). Eye 
colors may range from light yellow to golden, with green also permitted. 
An intense, rich golden-yellow color is preferred. The supraorbital (brow) 
ridges are pronounced, with sparse hairs above the eyes that give the 
face a peculiar “astonished” expression.
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COAT

The coat is very short, fine, glossy with a the appearance of a distinctive 
sheen and shimmer, lying close to the body; without any undercoat.  
The coat feels silky to the touch.
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COLOUR 

Coat colour is warm chocolate, shining. The colour is rich, intensive 
and even all over the body with slightly ghost markings. An intensive 
reddish-copper-tinged coat colour should be preferable then dull, 
matt chocolate color. The whiskers are brown, complementing the coat 
colour. The nose leather is chocolate brown, while the paw pads are 
warm, dark pinkish shade with orange to coffee latte-like tinge in older 
cats. Coloration can get darker with aging. 
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Faults: 
• Too dark, murky coat color

Faults, without certificate
• No shining at the coat

Disqualification
• Kinked tail
• Lockets
• Any eye colour than yellow to green

WEMS: 
As Suphalak cats appear only in a 
chocolate color proposal for WEMS 
code would be only SUP.
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Suphalak pre-recognition show  at the  
WCF World Show, organized  by ARC club,

2nd of April 2022 in Bangkok
At the WCF World Show, on 2nd of April 2022,  that was held by our ARC club, a 
pre-recognition show was organized for Suphalak breed. Thai Suphalak breeders 
came from all over the country and with about 30 Suphalak cats (including kittens 
and juniors) attended the show, of which 17 cats were examened by JC judges. With 
such a significant number of cats on display, the present judges had the opportunity 
to get a good impression of the breed.

The judges and representatives of the WCF Judges and Standard Commission, Ms. 
Cornelia Hungerecker and Mr. Jürgen Trautmann, examined 17 presented Suphalak 
cats and gave a positive evaluation regarding the breed and its distinct and unified 
phenotype and morphology. Their comments helped improve the proposed Stan-
dard, which was then finalized in May 2022.

Photos from pre-recognition show


